The greatest impact of Hasidut Ashkenaz on Jewish culture at large has arguably been in the realm of penitential theory and practice; the ascetic behaviors and acts of self-mortification documented in the writings of twelfth and thirteenth century Rhineland pietists left their mark not only on non-pietist Ashkenazi culture 1 but also on the Jewish subcultures of France, Provence, Spain, and Safed. 
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